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victim to a threefold puritan plot that aimed to destroy
also his rival, Mo'awiyah, Governor of Syria, and the latter's
lieutenant, 'Amr, who was leading the revolt in Egypt. The
followers of "AH elected his eldest son Hasan, but he shortly
abdicated in favor of Mo'awiyah, with the understanding
that he should resume the caliphate on the latterys death.
On Mo'tuviyah's son Yezid, who ignored this .compact, has
rested the suspicion of causing the death of Hasan by poi-
son, but it appears to be the fact that he died naturally in
his bed at Medinah. The adherents of the house of 'All now
rallied about his second son, Hosein. Plain, unvarnished
history represents his death, and that of his brother £Abbas,
as the inevitable culmination of the unequal contest for
supremacy with the forces of the successful Yezid. On the
plains of Kerhcla, near Kufa, Hosein, with his handful of fol-
lowers, was surrounded by forty thousand horsemen. In a
series of single combats, marvels of valor and courage, the
little band, one by one, gave up their lives. This plain, un-
varnished talc is thrilling enough, but in the yielding of
Hosein to an inevitable fate the Shi'ahs see a voluntary self-
sacrifice, a vicarious offering for the sins of his people, fore-
fold, they affirm, by the prophet himself.1 They believe that
before his death Ilosein spoke words like these: "O Lord,
for the merit of me, the dear child of thy prophet; O Lord,
for the sake of young * Abbas rolling in his blood, even that
young brother that was equal to my soul, I pray thee, in the
day of judgment, forgive, O merciful Lord, the sins of my
grandfather's people, and grant me, bountifully, the key
of the treasure of intercession/'2 No wonder that for the
descendants of those men, through, whose malignant agency
they believe that this atonement was accomplished, the
Shi'ahs have nothing but fierce hatred! Even thus, but far
less poignantly, do the Christians of the land regard the Jews
1 The common people in Persia are said to include all Hosein's
fellow-martyrs on that day us actors in this vicarious atonement.
a Bee p. 245 of the chapter called a " Persian Miracle Play," in " Stud-
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Our .notice of this play, which follows, is based upon Poolc's description.
The paasion play may be given ulno at other seasons.

